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Abstract:

Considering the profound transformations witnessed by contemporary criminal policies, criminal justice is no longer assessed
solely by the severity of punishment, but rather by its ability to strike a balance between deterrence, rehabilitation, and the
protection of fundamental rights. This study is situated within this evolving context and addresses a delicate legal issue
arising from the dialectical relationship between alternatives to imprisonment and the protection of crime witnesses, as two
pivotal mechanisms in the development of modern criminal justice systems.

The study is grounded in the observation that custodial sentences—particularly short-term imprisonment—have shown
declining effectiveness in achieving the objectives of deterrence and rehabilitation. In contrast, increasing attention has been
directed toward alternative sanctions aimed at rehabilitating offenders, facilitating their social reintegration, and mitigating
the negative effects of imprisonment on both the individual and society. In parallel, witness protection regimes have emerged
as an essential tool for uncovering the truth and enhancing the effectiveness of criminal prosecution, especially in serious
and organized crimes, where fear of retaliation constitutes a major obstacle to testimony.

However, the convergence of these two approaches raises complex legal questions and practical challenges, particularly
where witness protection intersects with the principles of accountability and the prohibition of impunity. Accordingly, this
research seeks to analyze the potential areas of conflict between alternative sanctions and witness protection mechanisms,
and to explore avenues for harmonizing them, with the aim of formulating a balanced approach that accommodates the
requirements of criminal justice, the rights of victims, and the guarantees of a fair trial, within an integrated legal and
humanitarian framework.

Keywords: Alternative sanctions — Witness protection — Criminal justice — Equality before the law — non-impunity.
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